
How you drive and maintain your vehicle can either increase or decrease your 
vehicle’s fuel efficiency and your gas costs.  Consider these simple tips that can 
add up to savings worth weeks of groceries or other needs for you and your 

family.  Why pay more at the pump than you have to?  

Driving Tips

U 	� Curb road rage. Speeding, rapid acceleration (jackrabbit starts), and 
rapid braking can lower gas mileage by 33% at highway speeds. Drivers can 
save up to 240 gallons of gasoline, or up to $913, by driving sensibly on the 
highway. If you don’t have a “lead foot,” your savings may be closer to 10% at 
highway speeds – about $60.

U �	� Drive sensibly. Around town, sensible driving can save 5% – up to 53 
gallons of gasoline and up to $203. 

U� 	� Choose the right vehicle. If you own more than one vehicle, drive 
the one that gets better gas mileage whenever possible. If you drive 12,500 
miles a year, switching 10% of your trips from driving a car that gets 20 mpg 
to one that gets 30 mpg will save you almost $63 per year.

U� 	� Ditch “junk in the trunk.” An extra 100 pounds in the trunk cuts a 
typical vehicle‘s fuel economy by up to 2%. You can save up to 9 gallons 
of gasoline per year – almost $40 – by removing an extra 100 pounds of 
unneeded items from the trunk. 

U� 	� Decrease your speed. Speeding costs! Gas mileage usually decreases 
rapidly above 60 mph. Each five miles per hour over 60 mph is like paying 
an additional 24 cents per gallon for gas. 

U� 	� Avoid idling. Idling gets 0 mpg. Cars with larger engines typically 
waste even more gas while idling than cars with smaller engines. 

U�	� Buy $mart. When buying a new or used vehicle, think high gas mileage.
Check out the U.S. Department of Energy’s website (fueleconomy.gov) 
or look for a SmartWay® certified vehicle on EPA’s Green Vehicle Guide 
(epa.gov/greenvehicles) for information on fuel-efficient vehicles.

 

Money-$aving Gas Tips



Maintenance Tips

U� 	� Inflate your tires. Keeping your tires properly inflated is simple and 
improves gas mileage by around 3%, saving up to 15 gallons of gasoline, 
or up to $56.

U� 	� Tune up. Fixing a car that is noticeably out of tune or has failed an 
emissions test can improve its gas mileage by an average of 4% – saving 
up to 20 gallons of gasoline and up to $56. Fixing a faulty oxygen sensor 
can improve mileage by as much as 40% – saving up to 320 gallons of 
gasoline or up to $1,218.

U� 	� Check and replace air filters regularly. Replacing a clogged 
or dirty air filter keeps impurities from damaging the inside of your engine 
– though in newer model cars it does not improve fuel efficiency. 

 
U� 	� select the right oil. Using the manufacturer’s recommended grade 

of motor oil can improve gas mileage by 1 to 2%, resulting in annual 
savings of up to $37. Motor oil that says “Energy Conserving” on the API 
performance symbol contains friction-reducing additives. Also, change 
your oil to extend the life of your vehicle and to save even more money. 
And remember to recycle used oil which, with proper controls, can be 
safely re-used as a fuel or re-refined back to a lube oil.

U� 	� Take the Drive $marter Challenge and get more money-saving 
fuel-efficiency ideas and related product discounts. Share them with your 
family and friends and ”fuel the challenge.” 

	
DriveSmarterChallenge.org

These tips are calculated as potential annual savings, driving the national average of 
10,100 miles per year in a vehicle using regular grade gasoline at $3.80 per gallon.
. 

Savings estimates represent the highest likely savings to occur. Individual savings will vary 
depending on how many miles you drive per year, the fuel economy of your vehicle, your 
region’s climate, and your current maintenance and driving habits.
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